THE GREAT STATE

I cannot pretend to express these things of which
I have written in statistical terms. I cannot pre-
tend to decide how many of the 4,250,000 producing
males over eighteen make honest stuff and how
many, on the other hand, are amongst the rubbish
producers. It is only too clear, however, that
the rubbish producers are an exceedingly large part
of the whole, and that the number of people in
the country who make articles worth buying is
ridiculously small.

IV
A  STARVED  PRODUCTION

FROM what has been said, no one will be sur-
prised to learn that the output of our mines, mills,
factories, and workshops, while actually great, is
small relatively, to the labour power of the na-
tion.

Passing from the workers to the results of their
work, the Census of Production shows us for each
producing industry (i) the factory value of the
output, (2) the cost of the materials used in the
work, and (3), by subtraction, the value added by
each trade to the materials which it uses. By this
method the duplication of values is avoided, and
we get a true aggregate of the total net value of
British production.

86